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Executive Order 399
It is hereby ordered that there be added to the duties of 
the United States Board on Geographic Names…….. the 
duty of determining, changing, and fixing place names 
within the United States and insular possessions, and……. 
all names…..suggested for any place by any officer or 
employee of the Government shall be referred to said 
Board for its consideration and approval before 
publication.

In these matters, as in all cases of disputed nomenclature, 
the decisions of the Board are to be accepted by the 
Departments of Government as the standard authority.
THEODORE ROOSEVELT

THE WHITE HOUSE,
January 23, 1906.



Executive Order 493
The official title of the United States Board on Geographic 

Names is changed to United States Geographic Board. In
addition to its present duties, advisory powers are hereby 
granted to this board concerning the preparation of maps 
compiled, or to be compiled, in the various bureaus and offices 
of the Government, with a special view to the avoidance of 
unnecessary duplications of work; and for the unification and 
improvement of the scales of maps, of the symbols and 
conventions used upon them, and of the methods of 
representing relief. Hereafter, all such projects as are of 
importance shall be submitted to this board for advice before 
being undertaken.
THEODORE ROOSEVELT

THE WHITE HOUSE,
August 10, 1906.
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Executive Order 6680
U.S. Geographic Board Abolished

Now, therefore, by virtue of and pursuant to the 
authority vested in me by the aforesaid section 16 of 
the act of March 3, 1933, it is ordered that the United 
States Geographic Board be, and it is hereby, abolished; 
and it is further ordered that all of the functions of said 
Board, together with its chairman, secretary, and clerk-
stenographer, records, supplies, equipment, and 
property of every kind, and unexpended balances of 
appropriations, be, and they are hereby, transferred to 
the Department of the Interior to be administered 
under the supervision of the Secretary of the Interior.



Hoover Dam or Boulder Dam?
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I was “about the only geographer around; so the 
Secretary of Interior picked me.”
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Public Law 242 - 80th Congress
To provide a central authority for standardizing 
geographic names for the purpose of eliminating 
duplication in standardizing names among the Federal 
departments, and for other purposes. Be it enacted by the 
Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 

America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Interior, hereinafter called the Secretary, conjointly with the 
Board on Geographic Names, as hereinafter provided, shall 
provide for uniformity in geographic nomenclature and 
orthography throughout the Federal Government.  The 
Secretary may exercise his functions through such officials as he 
may designate, except that such authority as relates to the final 
approval or review of actions of the Board on Geographic Names 
shall be exercised by him, or his Under or Assistant Secretaries. 
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